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that the Danzig-Polish detente has been purchased at a
very heavy cost to the common interests of Danzig and
Germany.35

After these preliminaries Billow gave me some carefully
wrapped up advice which I regarded at the time as the
rather overweening and biased view of pure officialdom.
Clearly, I thought, Billow either could not or would not
go beyond the conventional attitude of the department.
Later I corrected that judgment. Biilow was carrying on
beneath the surface a tenacious struggle against the new
and inexpert policy which, in his view, was frivolously and
recklessly destroying all the laboriously acquired oppor-
tunities for solidly constructive political work.

"I am sceptical," he said, "of the advantage of any
political demonstration of so-called good will toward the
Poles. I am not prepared to give away anything material
in return for the phantom of an understanding. Poland
never gives anything away unless the difficulties of her
position compel her to do so. There is no reason at all
why we should pursue a policy of Advances to Poland.
Any improvement in her situation only brings new demands
from her* I value your publications on Polish issues/5 he
added; "they prove your expert knowledge of the subject*
I assume, therefore, that you share my opinion that Poland
will only recognize the rights of other parties when she sees
that she has no alternative.

"I must warn you," he continued, "against any impulsive
action. Big moves often bring big setbacks. Foreign policy
consists before all else of self-restraint. It is never possible
to make as much use of a favourable situation as might at
first be supposed."

I objected that in the new policy of the Reich for Eastern
Europe there was no question of making use of a favourable
situation, but of creating in the Polish agreement an instru-
ment that might produce one.

"I do not share the view," Biilow replied, "that the ttew
policy offers the key to any important developments* Until
recently Poland was completely isolated. The natural
thing shoiild have beea to take advantage of this Isolation,
and not to place Poland gratuitously in a tactically favour-